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Organic Operators Australia is the unified voice for Australia's organic industry to negotiate policy
reforms with Governments and that helps the industry to capitalise on the growing global demand for
organic products.

The objectives of OIA Ltd are to:

e facilitate an organic industry which has an authoritative voice that enhances the fortunes of all
Australian certified organic operators, through advocacy, education and transparent
representation

e improve the competitiveness of certified organic operators through effective advocacy to
governments, with industry stakeholders, and in respect of research and development

e promote the integrity of certified organic productions systems

e promote industry development and educate producers and consumers in respect of certified
organic production

o facilitate collaboration across supply chains and improve domestic and export market access
for certified organic operators

e promote widespread uptake of sustainable farming systems and markets based on organic
principles and imbued with a culture of innovation, of progressive improvement towards best
practice, of transparent integrity, of inclusive collaboration, of holistic systems, and of true
value pricing

More information is available on our website at https://organicoperators.au
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https://organicoperators.au/

This document contains general information about legislation, regulation and standards that
commonly affect organic and bio-dynamic claims in Australia. It is intended to support a high-level
understanding of the regulatory landscape.

This guide does not represent OOA's ideal framework for organic operators or organic consumers. As
peak industry body, OOA is working with government and non-government stakeholders toward
co-regulation (Industry and Government) of the organic industry within Australia.

This guide is not legal advice, certification advice or compliance advice. It does not take into account
any organisation or individual circumstances.

Scope note: Australia has an export regulatory framework for organic and bio-dynamic goods.
Domestic organic claims are primarily regulated through general consumer law and voluntary
standards and certification schemes.

Currency: Information in this guide is current to March 2026 (to the extent reflected in the cited public

sources).
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Glossary

ACL: Australian Consumer Law (Schedule 2 to the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth)).
APVMA: Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority.

AS 6000:2015: Australian Standard AS 6000:2015 Organic and biodynamic products (voluntary
standard).

DAFF: Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (Commonwealth).

FSANZ: Food Standards Australia New Zealand.

GM / GMO: Genetically modified / genetically modified organism.

National Standard: National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce (DAFF).
NEBRA: National Environmental Biosecurity Response Agreement.

OGC: Organic Goods Certificate (export certification document issued under Australia’s export organic
rules).

OGTR: Office of the Gene Technology Regulator.
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1. Overview of the Australian regulatory
landscape

In Australia, the term "organic” is used across different product categories (including food and
beverages, cosmetics, textiles, inputs and services). Different laws and regulators can apply depending
on the type of product, the claims made, and whether the goods are supplied domestically or
exported.

1.1 Domestic market

For products supplied in Australia, there is not a single mandatory domestic organic standard that
must be met before a product can be described as “organic”. However, organic claims are subject to
the Australian Consumer Law (ACL), including rules against misleading or deceptive conduct and false
or misleading representations.

1.2 Export market

For exports of prescribed organic goods, export certification requirements apply under Australia’s
export legislation. DAFF administers the export organic framework, including the National Standard
and the Organic Goods Certificate (OGC) system.
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2. Key regulators and bodies

The following regulators and bodies commonly interact with organic and bio-dynamic production
and/or claims. This list is not exhaustive.

Regulator / body Primary role relevant to organic claims (examples)

DAFF (Commonwealth) Certifies food and agricultural exports (including certified
organic and bio-dynamic exports); administers export organic
rules and the National Standard.

ACCC (Commonwealth) and state/territory = Enforce the Australian Consumer Law, including in relation to

fair trading agencies misleading or deceptive organic claims and certification
claims.
FSANZ Develops the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code,

including provisions relevant to GM food approvals and
labelling (Standard 1.5.2).

OGTR (Office of the Gene Technology Administers the Gene Technology Act 2000 (Cth) scheme
Regulator) regulating certain dealings with GMOs.
APVMA Administers the National registration scheme for agricultural

and veterinary chemical products (Agvet Code).

State and territory biosecurity agencies Administer jurisdictional biosecurity laws and programs (which
may include prevention and control measures and emergency
responses).

Standards Australia Develops Australian Standards through consensus processes;

publisher of AS 6000:2015 (Organic and biodynamic products).

Voice of Australia’s organic industry 2



3. Key legislation and regulatory
instruments

This section provides an overview of selected laws, regulatory instruments and government
frameworks that commonly intersect with organic and bio-dynamic claims in Australia. It is not
intended to be complete.

3.1 Consumer law (Competition and Consumer Act 2010 and
the Australian Consumer Law)

The Australian Consumer Law is contained in Schedule 2 to the Competition and Consumer Act 2010
(Cth). It applies nationally and includes rules relevant to marketing and labelling claims, including
organic claims.

The ACCC describes an organic claim as any claim that describes a product as organic, or the
ingredients used to make a product as organic.

The ACCC notes that organic products for the Australian market do not need to meet a particular
standard or be certified to be labelled 'organic’. Where a business makes an organic claim (including a
claim of certification), the claim must be able to be substantiated.

3.2 Export controls for organic and bio-dynamic goods—
Export Control Act 2020 and Export Control (Organic Goods)
Rules 2021

Export of prescribed organic goods is regulated under the Export Control Act 2020 (Cth) and the Export
Control (Organic Goods) Rules 2021 (Cth). The Rules include provisions about Organic Goods
Certificates (OGCs), recognised issuing bodies, approved arrangements and importing country
requirements.

DAFF describes its role as the Australian Government authority responsible for certifying Australian
food and agricultural exports (conventional, certified organic and bio-dynamic), providing export
certification and declarations in line with export legislation and importing country requirements.

DAFF publishes the National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce (Edition 3.8, November
2022), which forms part of the export organic framework.
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3.3 Food regulation and labelling (Food Standards Code;
GM foods)

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) develops the Australia New Zealand Food Standards
Code (Food Standards Code). The Code includes requirements relevant to foods produced using gene
technology, including approvals and labelling requirements (Standard 1.5.2).

FSANZ permissions for GM foods and ingredients are listed in Schedule 26 of the Food Standards
Code.

3.4 Gene technology regulation (Gene Technology Act 2000;
OGTR)

The Gene Technology Act 2000 (Cth) establishes a national scheme regulating certain dealings with
genetically modified organisms (GMOs). The OGTR administers the scheme, including licensing
pathways for different types of GMO dealings. The national scheme is supported by corresponding
state and territory laws.

3.5 Agricultural and veterinary chemicals regulation (APVMA,;
Agvet Code)

The APVMA administers the National Registration Scheme for agricultural and veterinary chemical
products. The APVMA describes the Agvet Code as providing for the evaluation, registration and
control of agricultural and veterinary chemical products, with mirror legislation in the states and
territories.

3.6 Biosecurity legislation and emergency response
agreements (Commonwealth, states/territories; NEBRA)

Biosecurity responses may be governed by Commonwealth and state/territory legislation and
intergovernmental agreements. At the Commonwealth level, the Biosecurity Act 2015 (Cth) establishes
a framework for managing biosecurity risks.

NEBRA (National Environmental Biosecurity Response Agreement) is an intergovernmental agreement
establishing national arrangements for responding to certain environmental biosecurity incidents,
including cost-sharing arrangements. DAFF states that NEBRA was first signed in January 2012 and
that version 2.0 commenced in March 2021.

State and territory biosecurity laws can provide powers for prevention and control programs, including
entry, treatment and related measures. These powers and obligations differ between jurisdictions.
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4. Voluntary standards and certification
frameworks

4.1 Australian Standard AS 6000:2015

AS 6000:2015 (Organic and biodynamic products) is a voluntary Australian Standard developed by
Standards Australia. In the domestic market, it is used as a reference point under ACL for organic and
bio-dynamic claims, including where a business claims compliance with, or certification to, that
standard.

4.2 Private organic standards and certification schemes
(domestic)

In Australia, several organisations own organic standards and/or operate certification schemes.
Domestic certification schemes are voluntary unless incorporated into other arrangements (for
example, contracts or retailer requirements).

4.3 National Standard (export) and certification

DAFF's National Standard is used in connection with export certification. Export certification processes
can involve DAFF-recognised certification bodies and export documentation such as OGCs.

4.4 Standards Australia and Australian Standards (context)

Standards Australia describes itself as Australia’s peak non-government national standards body and
notes its history includes the Standards Association of Australia being incorporated by Royal Charter
in 1950. Standards Australia also represents Australia on international standardising bodies, including
ISO and IEC.

Australian Standards are generally voluntary unless referenced or ‘called up’ by legislation, regulation,
contract or other enforceable requirements.
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6. References and official sources

The sources below are provided for convenience. Where there is any difference between a summary in
this guide and a source instrument, the source instrument is authoritative.

ACCC - Organic claims guidance — View online

Consumer Law (consumer.gov.au) — Current legislation overview (includes statement that the
ACL is in Schedule 2 of the Competition and Consumer Act 2010) — View online

Federal Register of Legislation — Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth) — View online
Federal Register of Legislation — Export Control Act 2020 (Cth) — View online

Federal Register of Legislation — Export Control (Organic Goods) Rules 2021 (Cth) — View
online

DAFF — Organic and bio-dynamic goods (factsheet) — View online

DAFF — National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce (Edition 3.8, November 2022)
— View online

DAFF — National Standard PDF (Edition 3.8, November 2022) — View online
DAFF — Domestic organic and biodynamic information page — View online
FSANZ — GM food labelling overview — View online

Federal Register of Legislation — Food Standards Code Standard 1.5.2 (Food produced using
gene technology) — View online

OGTR - Types of GMO dealings — View online

Federal Register of Legislation — Gene Technology Act 2000 (Cth) — View online
APVMA - Our legislative framework (Agvet Code) — View online

Federal Register of Legislation — Biosecurity Act 2015 (Cth) — View online

DAFF — NEBRA overview — View online

Standards Australia — Governance (background and Commonwealth recognition) — Vie
online

Standards Australia — International engagement (ISO/IEC participation) — View online

Commonwealth / Standards Australia — Memorandum of Understanding (17 October 2025) —
View online

Queensland Legislation — Biosecurity Act 2014 (Qld) (example of a state biosecurity act) —
View online
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https://www.accc.gov.au/consumers/advertising-and-promotions/organic-claims
https://consumer.gov.au/legislation/current-legislation
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A00109/latest/
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2020A00012/latest
https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2021L00339/latest
https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2021L00339/latest
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/organic-bio-dynamic/factsheet
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/organic-bio-dynamic/national-standard
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/national-standard-edition.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-land/farm-food-drought/food/organic-biodynamic
https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/gmfood/labelling
https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2015L00404/latest
https://www.ogtr.gov.au/work-gmos/about-approval-process/types-gmo-dealings
https://www.legislation.gov.au/files/GENE_TECHNOLOGY_ACT_2000RP2.pdf
https://www.apvma.gov.au/about/about-us/our-legislative-framework
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2015A00061/latest
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/emergency/nebra
https://www.standards.org.au/about/governance
https://www.standards.org.au/about/governance
https://www.standards.org.au/engagement-events/international
https://www.industry.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-10/standards-australia-memorandum-of-understanding.pdf
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2014-007
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